after succumbed in the lap of Savitri. Yama* the King of
Death, came to take Satyavan's life and there was verbal duel
between Yama and Savitri. The result in the end was that
with the boons granted by Yama, Satyavan's' life was revived
and his father got back his lost eye-sight and the lost Kingdom
too. Savitri did not however forget her own father's side and
through another boon from the Lord of Death there had to be
born hundreds of elites, and descendants through her Mother,
the Malavya queen, to be the heirs of her father's kingdom.
The 1st canto of Book I is of the Symbol Dawn. Dawn
has come every day since creation, but the particular Dawn of
the day when Savitri conquered Death has been depicted,
together with the preceding Night, in this Canto. The last line
of the Canto is : u This was the day when Satyavan must die. "
Why "must die " is explained by Narad in Book V.
In the 2nd Canto two issues were, raised in the mind of
Savitri as she woke and lay reviewing her life. One was to
yield to the Cosmic Laws, to bear with Ignorance and Death,
the .other was to hew the ways of Immortality by conquering
Death and Ignorance. Savitri chose the latter.
As I have noted above, Savitri has been stated by Sri
Aurobindo to be a Legend and a Symbol. Legend one can
understand, but what is Symbol ? "A Symbol is a form in
one plane that represents a truth of another " —Sri Aurobindo's
own definition. Several characters of this Epic are symbolic.
The main purpose of writing this epic is to show us the mission
of Sri Aurobindo and the Mother on this earth.
His birth held  up a symbol and a sign.,.
•    '. '	*	•
.:'.'.	'	*   *	•    .     "
A world's desire compelled her mortal birth...
* *
A Soul made ready through a thousand years
Is the living mould of a supreme Descent.,.
(BookV, C. 2;)
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